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COUNCIL 9202 KNIGHTLY NEWS 
LITURGICAL YEAR 2021 - YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

 

“The last temptation is the greatest treason: To do the right deed for the wrong 
reason.” 

“Murder in the Cathedral” by T.S. Eliot, 1935 (See Pg 12.) 

GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
(Excerpts for the June Knightly News; see Website kofcsj.com) 

 

It has been a long time but we are finally getting back to-

gether meeting in person. I think you all have heard that 

our Council meetings are the first Monday’s of the 

month at 5:30pm. I want to thank all the Brothers that 

have stepped up and signed up to help with the meeting 

setup and helping in the Kitchen.  

 

Speaking of Volunteers, please save the date for the 

Luau, August 14th in the Family Center. We need your help making this a 

success; a signup sheet will be out soon. If you want to help be an organizer 

of a certain group please talk with Luau Chairman Gary Rivera. We need 

you.  

 

We kickoff the ID (Intellectual Disabilities) Drive in June, look for Chair-

man PGK, Chris Moloney and the Kiesel Challenge Letter. Join the Chal-

lenge.  

 

You will notice that for the month of June, Seminarian Eric Pereira will be 

helping at mass, your council 9202 has sponsored him the last few years with 

letters of support and an annual donation. Please give him a warm welcome 

and continued support. God Bless our Seminarians. 

 

Please visit our Prayer Chapel kofcsj.com and pray for those that need our 

prayers…They are very grateful for all the Prayers and they work! The Web-

site is there for you. Kofcsj.com Check it out. 

 

STAND UP FOR YOUR COUNTRY, BE PROUD, BE BOLD AND  

GOD BLESS AMERICA.  David Rogers, Grand Knight  

KNIGHTS MASS READINGS 
PGS 4 - 6. 

THE MOST HOLY 

BODY & BLOOD OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS 

CHRISTI) 

 
 
 

This is Grand Knight David 
Rogers last GK Report.  
 
THANKS FOR THE RIDE &   
YOUR LEADERSHIP. 

Columbian 
Year 2021 

has  
Landed. 

Lecturer's note: I hit mental-spiritual Wall, fell into a Black Hole and 

came out on July 2, 2021.   

is asked.  I didn’t include all Knights Faith in Action and 

SK & Brother Jack Mahan’s Memorial mass will be in 

the July KN.  Our July Council Mtg is July 12th. 
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JUNE 2021 
 

THE KNIGHTS ROSARY & MASS 

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 

Ita Missa Est - We Are Sent Amen. 

A Reading 
from… 

See pages 
4 & 5. 

Responsorial 
Psalm from... 
See page 4. 

“Take this, all of you, 
and eat of it, for this is 
My Body which will be 

given up for you.” 

“This is the Chalice of My 
Blood..which will be poured 
out for many for the forgive-

ness of sins. Do this in  
memory of Me.” 

Through Him and with Him 
and in Him, in God almighty 

Father, in the Unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all glory and 

honor is yours, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold 
Him who takes away the sins of 

the world, blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb. 

May almighty 
God bless you, 
the Father, the 

Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 

‘The LORD be with you…” 
“A Reading from the Gos-

pel according to Mark.” 
See page  6. 
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JUNE 2021 

 

 

KNIGHTS MASS JUNE 2021 

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 
Jail Ministry - Brother Terry L. Gilbeau, DGK 

(Visit the website for the Prayer Guide link) 

  

READING 1 – Exodus 24:3-8  
A reading from the Book of Exodus  
 
3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words 
and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD 

has said we will do.” 4 Moses then wrote down everything the 
LORD had said.  
 
He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot 
of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, 
and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as 
fellowship offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood 
and put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the 
altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to 
the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD 

has said; we will obey.”  
 
8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and 
said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made 
with you in accordance with all these words.”  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 116: 12-13, 15-16, 17-18  
 
/R/ I will lift up the cup of salvation, and call on the name 
of the Lord.  
 
How shall I return to the Lord  
for all his goodness to me?  
I will lift up the cup of salvation  
and call on the name of the Lord.  
/R/  
Precious in the eyes of the Lord  
is the death of his faithful ones.  
I am your servant, the son of your handmaid;  
you have loosed my bonds.  
/R/  
To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving,  
and I will call upon the name of the Lord.  
My vows to the Lord I will pay  
in the presence of all his people.  
/R  
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JUNE 2021 

KNIGHTS MASS JUNE 2021 

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 
Jail Ministry - Brother Terry L. Gilbeau, DGK 

(Visit the website for the Prayer Guide link) 

READING 2 – Hebrews 9:11-15  
A reading from the Letter to The Hebrews  
11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good 
things that are now already here, he went through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made 
with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 
creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of 
goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal re-
demption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the 
ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremoni-
ally unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly 
clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts 
that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  
 
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new cove-
nant, that those who are called may receive the prom-
ised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ran-
som to set them free from the sins committed under 
the first covenant.  

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA.  
I am the living bread that came down from heaven, 
says the Lord;  
Whoever eats this bread will live forever.  

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA  
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KNIGHTS MASS JUNE 2021 

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 

GOSPEL Mark 14:12-16, 22-26  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark  
 
12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Pass-
over lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you 
want us to go and make preparations for you to eat 
the Passover?”  
 
13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go 
into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the 
house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks:  
Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Pass-
over with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large 
room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make prepara-
tions for us there.” 16 The disciples left, went into the 
city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So 
they prepared the Passover.  
 
22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”  
 
23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and they all drank from it.  
24 “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is 
poured out for many,” he said to them.  
 
25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit 
of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.”  
 
26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives.  
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A GREAT TEAM 
When Brothers bring  
non-perishable food 

to  
The Knights Business Meetings... 

MT 25:31-46.  “I was hungry and you fed 

me.  I was naked and you clothed me. I 

was in prison and you visited me.   

 

When LORD did we ….. 

When you did it for the least of my broth-

June Birthdays  
Happy Birthday & Many More 

BALDASARI                                PAUL                 

BOYLE                                    TERENCE              

BUDDE                                    DONALD               

CARROLL PAUL 

CAYAGO                                   NELSON               

DE VALENTINE                             ROBERT               

FREUND DOUGLAS 

GERACI JOSEPH 

HAYDT STEPHEN 

HERNANDEZ FRANK 

HOWARD EDWARD               

IBELLO                                   PAUL                 

INCHAURREGUI JOHN 

LAZARO                                   IGNACIO              

NITOLLAMA ZOILO 

OATES                                    WILLIAM              

POGUE   Deacon DANIEL 

PONTES STEVEN  

QUINTERO EDUARDO 

SCOZZARI                                 RICHARD              

SIMON JOHN 

STOHLMAN                                 HOWARD 

WEHNER                                   ROBERT               

WIMSATT, III                                 WILLIAM              

Knights of Columbus 
Council 9202 

Columbian Year 2022 
 

Grand Knight 

Frank Neves 916-408-7205 

 

Chaplain 

Deacon Juve Vela 916-396-5242 

 

Deputy Grand Knight 

Terry L. Gilbeau 916-749-5824 

 

Chancellor 

Vacant 

 

Warden 

Peter Boyle 916-704-2707 

 

Recorder 

Robert Hong 916-335-5079 

 

Treasurer 

Don Budde 916-543-0674 

 

Advocate 

Arnie Knipp 925-787-5613 

 

Financial Secretary 

Gary Eide  

916-295-3066 

 

Lecturer 

       Mike Delaney 916-521-1646 

 

Inside Guard 

Renald Quimet 916-824-5206 

 

Outside Guards 

Doug Freund 916-716-8466 

Ron Wood 915-434-0378 

 

Trustees 

(3) David Rogers 916-462-0405 

(2) Wally Quintero 408-710-2721  

(1) Steve Milo 916-705-1040 

 
The Knightly News is the monthly publication 

of the Knights of Columbus Council 9202.  All 
news, feature and opinion articles submitted 

must be signed by the author and are subject to 

space available and copyright laws.  No article 
printed herein should be construed to represent 

anyone but the views of the author. 

 

Editorial Staff -  

Vic Albertazzi, Roger F. Espiritu  

Mike Delaney, Editor & Publisher 

(916) 521-1646. 

miked2531@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

www.kofcsj.com 

ALBERTAZZI                               VICTOR               

CAMPOY JANDRE 

CANLAS                                   MARIO MELO           

CASINO                                   ISABELO              

COLLINS MICHAEL 

EIDE                                     NICHOLAS 

EMANUS CALVIN 

ERICKSEN                                 HAROLD               

FERRER ESTEBAN 

GALLANT                                  WAYNE                

GARCIA JULIO 

GRIFFIN MICHAEL 

LOFGREN, REV. ERIC                 

MARANZINO FRANK 

NAGEL                                    CHARLES              

NELSON DONALD 

NICHOLAS                                 ADAM                 

NIX                                      VIRGIL               

RINEMAN                                  MICHAEL              

SAMSON                                   FELIPE               

SCULLY                                   JOHN                 

WOOD ( II) RONALD 

July Birthdays  
Happy Birthday & Many More 

 

  
 

Please visit the  

Prayer Chapel 

“More things are 

wrought by prayer 

than this world 

dreams of.” 
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Worthy Brother Knights; 
 

Brothers, what a Columbian year 2020-2021 has been for our 

Worthy Grand knights & Membership Directors trying to 

make their quotes for Star Council. 

 

 What an GREAT EFFORT Councils!!!!! 

  

I hope that the councils that were very closed on becoming Star councils were 

able to get their members and Insurance quota as needed.  

 

I would like to give a BIG THANK YOU !!! to all of the Grand knights who 

serve this Columbian year 2020-2021. Great JOB!! 

 

 I look forward working with the new Grand knights and elected officers next 

Columbian year 2021-2022. I will be sending out an e-mail to all of the new 

Grand Knights and the Grand Knights who will serve another year to meet 

as is required as District Deputy. 

 

Let us pray for all of our pass Worthy brother’s knights who have pass away 

this year.  

 

Thank You. 
 

DD.SK. Pete Lopez, District 5,  

Cell 916-380-1970, petelopez711@hotmail.com 

8 Knightly News JUNE 2021 DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
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Dear Brother Knights, 
         We are planning to host the Saint Joseph's annual Hawaiian Luau Event. 
It will be held in our new family center. This event will be to Honor SK Joe 
Accurso, 
a fellow Knight, who contributed so much of  his time to the successes of  all 
of  our events. The date is Saturday August 14th. Due to the restraints of  
Covid19 timewise we desperately need your help. We are in the final stages of  
setting up of  tables, food servers, decorating, general cleanup. Please volun-
teer, lets all work together and do it for Joe and the parishioners of  Saint Jo-
seph's Parish. 

9 Knightly News JUNE 2021 
 

2021 LUAU 
Knights of  Columbus Council 9202 
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JUNE 2021 COUNCIL MEETING 

The Original 
STAR SPANGLED 

BANNER 
IMPORTANT 
BROTHERS,  

NOTIFY 
The FINANCIAL 
Secretary Gary 

Eide of  
ANY eMAIL or  

POSTAL OR ANY 
STATUS 

CHANGES. 
IMPORTANT 

Kitchen Crew: Master Chef PGK Herb Pickell, Bros. Paul Carroll, Craig Kelly, Lloyd Prather & Bob Beasley. 

GK David Rogers presents $1,000 Scholarship checks to Patrick Huddie & 
Ryan Fukie with their Parents.  

Worthy Grand 
Knight David 
Rogers calls 

Council 9202 to 
Order. 
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JUNE 2021 COUNCIL MEETING 

28 Brothers 

Seminarian Eric 
Pereira, who Council 
9202 supports with 
Prayers, Letters & 

Funds, gives a short 
bio & reasons he’s 
becoming a Priest. 

Brothers John Freschi, Arnie Knipp, Paul Carroll & Bob Beasley present their Reports. 

Membership 
Chairman 

Brother Stephen 
welcomes X-fer 

Bro Stephan 
Philpott 

Treasurer Don 
Budde presents our 

Financial Status. 
Recorder Robert Hong 

reads the Bills. 
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JUNE 2021 COUNCIL MEETING 

28 
33 Members &  

1 District Deputy 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: Standing: Bros. Stephen Haydt, PGK Bob 
White, Philip Pontes, Dan Blake, PGK Wally Quintero, Paul Carroll, Pe-
ter Boyle, Don Budde, John Freschi.  Seated: Gerry Voigt (with the Jar). 

District Deputy 
SK Pete Lopez. 

Brother Dan Blake 
coordinates the 

Knights Rosary & 
Mass for Sunday 

July 4th. 

Membership 
Chairman 

Brother Stephen 
wins the 50-50 

Dwg. 
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JUNE 2021 COUNCIL MEETING 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

28 Brothers 

One of our Brother Knights, Bro. Martin Toroliras, sends me a very nice 

spiritual reflection that I post in our web site, every month. He has been 

doing it for the last two or three months. I encourage all of you to read it 

when you are checking-out our web site it’s under Faith in Action. 

 
This month he wrote on: One Body in Christ… and quoting Romans he said: 

For as in one body we have many parts, and all the parts do not have 

the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ 

and individually parts of one another” (Romans 12:4,5) Then he 

says: 

Christ has poured His Spirit upon us and now we have become One Body in Christ. 

As Servants of Christ, we now have the duty to follow in his footsteps. 

As one Body in Christ, we reflect on His ways and His example on the way we should go. 

 
As you know yesterday we celebrated The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, so Bro. 

Martin’s reflection together with our celebration of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ got me to reflect 

about how it is truly Eucharist, that makes all us One Body in Christ… and as St. Paul says in Romans… 

now this is important so listen up… it makes us… individually parts of one another… all of us here who are 

good Catholic men… are part of one another…all of our community of St. Joseph’s which is filled with 

good Catholic people of all background… we are all part of one another… we don’t look anything alike… 

we’re short, tall and some of us a bit chubby… we come from different places and have different points of 

view Because we are Knights we call ourselves brother…but Eucharist makes us One… One with Jesus and 

one with one another…Because of Eucharist… part of me… is part of you… and part you… is part of 

me… 

 
That’s the gift that our Lord gave us at the Last Supper… we were to eat and drink and pray together as 

one… so that we may become one with Him… and with one another… 

Jesus invited all of us to come and eat His body and drink His Blood together as one… 

 
But just as Eucharist makes us one with Him and one with one another… 

it also gives us a responsibility… and that is to imitate Jesus… As Bro. Martin says: 

As Servants of Christ, we now have the duty to follow in his footsteps… 

The Bread and Blood Jesus offered as his own invites us to be in communion with the essence of His life, 

death and resurrection. This participation in the breaking of bread and drinking of His cup is a pledge to be 

faithful and to do as He did… it is a pledge to follow in Hi footsteps… 

 

The feast we celebrated yesterday, of the of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ… challenges us to 

imitate Christ… to reflect as Bro. Martin said: on His ways and His example… to reflect on the way we 

should live… and As Servants of Christ be able to truly see one another as Brothers and Sisters… pray-

ing for one another… and serving one another… 

 

God Bless 
(Bold face is Lecturer's emphasis). 

Chaplain 
Deacon 

Juve Vela 
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SK MEMORIAL MASS 

28 Brothers The Passing of Arthur 

(Excerpts) 
"The old order changeth, yielding place to new, 

And God fulfils himself in many ways, 

Lest one good custom should corrupt the world. 

Comfort thyself: what comfort is in me? 

 

I have lived my life, and that which I have done 

May He within himself make pure! but thou, 

If thou shouldst never see my face again, 

Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by prayer 

than this world dreams of.  

Wherefore, let thy voice Rise like a fountain for me 

night and day. 

 

For what are men better than sheep or goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 

 

For so the whole round earth is every way 

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God. 

 

But now farewell. I am going a long way 

With these thou seëst--if indeed I go 

(For all my mind is clouded with a doubt)-- 

 

To the island-valley of Avilion; 

Where falls not hail, or rain, or any snow, 

Nor ever wind blows loudly; but it lies 

Deep-meadowed, happy, fair with orchard lawns 

And bowery hollows crowned with summer sea, 

Where I will heal me of my grievous wound."  

St. Paul Ltr to Thessalonians, 1 THESS 4:13-18. 

Hope for the Christian Dead. Brothers and sis-

ters, we do not want you to be uninformed about 

those who sleep in death, so that you do not 

grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 

hope. 
14 

For we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, and so we believe that God will bring with 

Jesus those who have fallen asleep in 

him. 
15 

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you 

that we who are still alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 

those who have fallen asleep. 
16 

For the Lord him-

self will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and 

with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 
17 

After that, we who are still 

alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And so we will be with the rd forever. 
18 

Therefore 

encourage one another with these words.  

THE PASSING OF SK PGK GERALD PURPORE 

LORD, Bring Your Servant SK Gerald Purpore Home to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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Page 16 Knightly News  JUNE 2021 CULTURE OF   LIFE 

THE MUSTARD SEED PROGRAM (SUMMARY) 
Initiated at Council 9202 by Advocate Arnie Knipp. 

 
 
 
 
 
   

We receive a CEO target (name & title, company name, and 
physical mailing address) of a company that supported Planned 
Parenthood during the previous year.  
 The target changes on a monthly basis, but over the years I 
have rarely written more than once to the same company. 
 Each of us will contact the subject CEO and express our ob-
jection to their support of PP. We write our own letters (form 
letters are discouraged) and sign them in blue ink.   
 
It appears to be effective for several reasons:  Raising aware-
ness of what the company is doing as sub-levels of organizations 
may occasionally act independently, or it is a rubber stamp pro-
gram not given a lot of focus during budgeting. A moral nerve is 
often struck. And, most importantly to management, CEO’s do 
not want to be on a boycott list by a large Catholic population 
of over 1 Billion worldwide.   

These companies contribute to the 
killing of children in the womb by 
donating to Planned Parenthood. 
Chevron 
BofA 
Adobe 
Gannet 
Marriott 
Cigna 
Advance Publications 
JP Morgan Chase 
Arthur Murray 
Meredith Corp 
New York Times 
Ameriprise Financial 
CME Group 
Group Danone 
Glaxo 
TD Bank Group 
Marlin-Gretzky 
Wyndham 
Disney 
Patagonia Works 
Symantec 
Nike 
Zions 
Clif Bar 
BP  
Saiontz & Kirk 
EMMIS  
TIFFANY  
WEIL GOTSHAL & MANGES  
BBJ RENTALS (Special Events) 
KAISER PERMANENTE  
WELLS FARGO 
M&T BANK  

HEARST Corporation (Publishers) 

Brothers: when are you going to plant your Mustard Seeds? 
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Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of America 
into the hands of Mary Immaculate in order that she 
may present the country to you. Through her we wish 
to thank you for the great resources of this land and 
for the freedom which has been its heritage. Through 
the intercession of Mary, have mercy on the Catholic 
Church in America. Grant us peace. Have mercy on 
our President and on all the officers of our govern-
ment. Grant us a fruitful economy, born of justice and 
charity. Have mercy on capital and industry and labor. 

Protect the family life of the nation. Guard the precious 
gift of many religious vocations. Through the interces-
sion of our Mother, have mercy on the sick, the 
tempted, sinners—on all who are in need. 

Amen. 

(Excerpt from a prayer attributed to Archbishop John 
Carroll, first bishop of the United States) 

Pray to Mary, the Mother of God,  

Patroness of the  

United States of America. 
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Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence ? 
  
Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died.  Twelve had their homes ran-

sacked and burned.  Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured. 
Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. 
  

They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. 
  
What kind of men were they? 
  
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.  Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners; 
men of means, well educated, but they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty 

would be death if they were captured. 
  
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy. 

He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. 
  
Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly.  He 

served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding.  His possessions were taken from him, and 

poverty was his reward. 
  
Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and 

Middleton. 
  
At the battle of Yorktown , Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the Nel-

son home for his headquarters.  He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire.  The home was de-

stroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 
  
Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed.  The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few 

months. 

  
John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying.  Their 13 children fled for their lives.  His 

fields and his gristmill were laid to waste.  For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home 

to find his wife dead and his children vanished. 
 

Remember: freedom is never free! 

 
“..that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain.”    Abraham Lincoln Gettysburg, Pennsylvania November 19, 1863 

JULY 4, 1776  DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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Prior to The Speaker’s May 13, 2021 statements, 
“Nancy Pelosi: I Should Receive Communion Even 
Though I’m Pro-Abortion” 

 
San Francisco Archbishop, Most Reverend Salvatore 
Joseph Cordileone on May 1, 2021 issued:  
 
The Executive Summary is published again on page 19. 
 

 
 
On June 18, 2021 fifty-nine Catholic Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives released a 
Press Release “Statement of Principles.”  The statement documents how their faith influences them 
as lawmakers, making clear their commitment to the basic principles at the heart of Catholic social 
teaching and their bearing on policy. From increasing access to high quality education and health or 
reducing poverty, the document expresses the signers’ commitment to the dignity of life and their 
belief that government has moral purpose.  (Ref:WASHINGTON, DC — U.S. House of Representatives 

Rosa DeLauro (CT-03), Sylvia Garcia (TX-29), and Brendan Boyle (PA-02) ) 
 
On June 23, 2021, Archbishop Most Rev. Salvatore J. Cordileone released an Op-Ed on  
First Things (www.firstthings.com ): “Op-Ed: A Response to the “Statement of Principles”.  Ref: 
Archdiocese San Francisco website https://sfarchdiocese.org/articles.  
 
The Archbishop indicates that their statement raises many troubling questions. While the 
Archbishop speaks only for himself in this column, the public nature of the statement invites a public 
response and provides an excellent opportunity for candid dialogue. In that spirit, he begins a dia-
logue with comments on some specific passages from the statement. 

 
Pages 20 to 24 present the Archbishop’s response to their Statements. 
 
 
 
 
I found another one. 
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A Pastoral Letter on the Human Dignity of the Unborn, Holy Commun-
ion, and Catholics in Public Life 

 

Executive Summary 
 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the 
nations I appointed you” (Jer 1:5). 

A young Jeremiah heard the Lord speak these words to him over 2500 years ago. In these times in which we are liv-

ing, the scourge of abortion ignores the reality that humans are made in the image of God, known and beloved by 

God. This pastoral letter addresses all Catholics, but especially Catholics in public life, calling for deep reflection on 

the evil of abortion and on the meaning of receiving Holy Communion, the Bread of Life. 

There are four pivotal points to this letter: 

The gravity of the evil of abortion: Science teaches that human life begins at conception. The ending of life through 

abortion deeply wounds the woman and destroys the foundation of a just society; it is a “pre-eminent priority” 

because it violates the right to life, the foundation of all other rights. As Catholics we must be a voice for the voice-

less and the powerless; there is no one more defenseless than a child in the womb. 

Cooperation in moral evil: Who bears culpability when an abortion takes place? It is never solely the mother’s act. 

Those who kill or assist in killing the child are directly involved in performing a seriously evil act. Someone who 

pressures or encourages the mother to have an abortion, who pays for it or provides financial assistance to or-

ganizations that provide abortions, or who supports candidates because they advance pro- abortion legislation 

also cooperate by varying degrees in a grave moral evil. 

The meaning of choosing to receive the Holy Eucharist: The Church has taught consistently for 2000 years that 

those who receive the Eucharist are publicly professing their Catholic faith and are seriously striving to live by 

the moral teachings of the Church. Those who reject the teaching of the Church on the sanctity of human life 

and those who do not seek to live in accordance with that teaching place themselves in 

contradiction to the communion of the Church, and so should not receive the sacrament of that communion, the 

Holy Eucharist. We all fall short in various ways, but there is a great difference between struggling to live ac-

cording to the teachings of the Church and rejecting those teachings. 

The responsibilities of Catholics in public life: From the three points above it follows that Catholics prominent in 

public life have a special responsibility to bear witness to the fullness of Church teaching. In addition to their own 

spiritual good there is also the danger of scandal: that is, by their false witness, other Catholics may come to doubt 

the Church’s teaching on abortion, the Holy Eucharist, or both. This is becoming increasingly challenging in our 

time. 

We are all called to conversion, not only those Catholics who are prominent in public life. Let us under-

stand what is at stake here and work together in building a culture of life. To those who need to hear 

this message clearly: Turn away from evil and return home to the fullness of your Catholic faith. We 

await you with open arms to welcome you back with joy. 

 
 

Editor’s Note: The bold face emphasis in your Lecturer’s. 
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The history of Catholic immigrants to the United States and their descendants is exemplary of the 
American dream, and intertwined with the Democratic party. I myself am a typical example of this 
Catholic Democratic legacy. My grandparents were immigrants, arriving here dirt-poor from Sicily. 
My father grew up in his father’s trade and was a commercial fisherman; my maternal grandfather 
was a cement mason. They were classic working-class people. Both of my parents were registered 
Democrats—New Deal Democrats—their whole lives. What the Democratic party, with its vital sup-
port for labor unions, brought to our country at the time helped my family survive and thrive, and 
made possible even greater opportunities for my siblings, my cousins, and myself.   
 
It was a bit disconcerting, then, when on June 18, sixty Democratic members of Congress, all Catho-
lics, issued a significant “Statement of Principles” in response to a decision by U.S. Catholic bishops 
to develop a teaching document on the nature of the Eucharist and its proper reception. In their 
statement, the members of Congress argue that “the Sacrament of Holy Communion is central to the 
life of practicing Catholics, and the weaponization of the Eucharist to Democratic lawmakers for their 
support of a woman’s safe and legal access to abortion is contradictory.” They go on to “solemnly 
urge” the bishops “to not move forward and deny [lawmakers] this most holy of all sacraments” over 
one issue. 
 
The statement raises many troubling questions. While I speak only for myself in this column, the 
public nature of the statement invites a public response and provides an excellent opportunity for 
candid dialogue. In that spirit, allow me to begin the dialogue with comments on some specific pas-
sages (in red italics) from the statement. 
 
Item one: 
 

As Catholic Democrats in Congress, we are proud to be part of the living Catholic tradition–a 
tradition that unfailingly promotes the common good, expresses a consistent moral frame-
work for life, and highlights the need to provide a collective safety net to those individuals in 
society who are the most vulnerable. 
 
A “consistent moral framework for life” would logically seem to exclude laws that enable the killing of 
the most vulnerable and innocent in society: the unborn. Surely the members of Congress know, as 
committed Catholics, that the early Church described abortion as a form of homicide, and that the 
Christian community condemned abortion as early as the first century in the Didache. Nor can we 
ignore the pain caused to many women, and others in their networks of relationships, by the emo-
tional scars of abortion. 
 
Item two: 
 
. . . we work every day to advance respect for life and the dignity of every human being. 
 
Except, that is, those human beings who are still in the womb, or even partially born. 
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Item three: 
 
We are committed to making real the basic principles that are at the heart of Catholic social teach-
ing: helping the poor, disadvantaged, and the oppressed, protecting the least among us and ensur-
ing that all Americans of every faith are given meaningful opportunities to share in the blessings of 
this great country. 
 
One of the “basic principles” of Catholic belief is rather blunt and simple: Don’t intentionally kill, or 
collude in enabling others to kill, innocent human life. Catholic principles build systematically on one 
another. The protection of innocent, defenseless life is first and foundational. 
 
Item four: 
 
That commitment is fulfilled in different ways by legislators but includes: reducing the rising rates of 
poverty, particularly child poverty; increasing access to education for all; pressing for access to uni-
versal health care; recognizing the dignity of all humans; and repairing long-standing racial and gen-
der inequities in our society. 
 
These are admirable words, but if they are also sincere convictions, then why would Catholic mem-
bers of Congress support laws that have the effect of destroying the natural family through marriage 
redefinition, no-fault divorce, and other similar policies? More than fifty years of social science data 
show the devastating effect that family fragmentation has on children, especially in situations of fa-
therlessness. Not only is the broken family a leading cause of poverty, but it also results in a host of 
other social ills, such as youth violence, incarceration, and substance abuse. 
 
Item five: 
 
We envision a world in which every child belongs to a loving family and agree with the Catholic 
Church about the value of human life. 
 
What does a “loving family” mean when lawmakers redefine “family” to be whatever consenting 
adults want it to be, reimagining the natural family out of existence? Again, all reliable studies show 
that children do best with a (male) father and (female) mother in a stable, low-conflict, life-long com-
mitment of marriage. Instead of advocating for policies that promote this proven model, why would 
any self-described “Catholic” lawmaker advance policies that dismantle it, even punishing adoption 
agencies that will only place children for adoption in homes with these kinds of parents? Moreover, 
their agreement “with the Catholic Church about the value of human life” excludes the value of hu-
man life in the womb. 
 
Item six: 
 
Each of us is committed to reducing the number of unintended pregnancies and creating an environ-
ment with policies that encourage pregnancies to be carried to term and provide resources to raise 
healthy and secure children. We believe this includes promoting alternatives to abortion, such as 
adoption, improving access to children's healthcare and child care, and creating a child benefit 
through the expanded and improved Child Tax Credit. 
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It’s worth asking what Catholic lawmakers have actually done to promote adoption. Or to create “an 
environment with policies that encourage pregnancies to be carried to term.” Such an environment 
would be a robust marriage culture, and that is exactly what too many Catholic legislators have 
helped to destroy. It’s also worth asking how many and which of the statement’s signers have posi-
tive ratings from NARAL and Planned Parenthood. Abortion is not just a controversial social issue, 
or a debate about “choice” vs. life in the womb; in the United States, abortion is a lucrative industry 
with a vigorous lobby. Adoption and other policies that help women bring their children to term re-
duce sales for Planned Parenthood. Perhaps that’s why we find so little evidence for them. 
 
Item seven: 
 
In all these issues, we seek the Church’s guidance and assistance but believe also in the primacy of 
conscience. 
 
It’s hard to see this passage as anything less than evasion. Conscience is not deciding what’s right 
or wrong for oneself. We don’t invent truth; we search it out with “the Church’s guidance,” and then 
submit ourselves to it. Conscience is the faculty to know and do what’s right in concrete situations, 
whether we find it politically convenient or not. 
 
Item eight: 
 
In recognizing the Church’s role in providing moral leadership, we acknowledge and accept the ten-
sion that comes with being in disagreement with the Church in some areas. 
 
Disagreement in some areas? As in, the legitimacy of enabling and tolerating the killing of 
66,000,000 unborn children in a fifty-year period? The abortion issue involves not just a tactical dis-
agreement on a policy matter. This is a heinous evil. It’s comparable to “disagreeing” on the evil of 
lynching or human trafficking.  
 
Item nine: 
 
We also urge the Church to heed the words of Our Holy Father Pope Francis, who wrote in his Ap-
ostolic Exhortation, “ The Joy of the Gospel ,” that “the Eucharist although it is the fullness of sacra-
mental life, is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak. 
”  
I would offer a similar reminder from the Second Vatican Council: “Life must be protected with the 
utmost care from the moment of conception: abortion and infanticide are abominable 
crimes” (Gaudium et spes 51; emphasis added). Nowhere does Francis suggest otherwise, nor 
could he; his predecessor Pius XI, to cite just one of many examples, called abortion “the direct mur-
der of the innocent.” Nor does Francis anywhere endorse the specific kind of “decisions in con-
science” suggested by the congresspersons’ statement. How any lawmaker claiming to be Catholic 
might consistently tolerate policies enabling not merely an injustice, but an ongoing form of inten-
tional homicide, is unclear to me. 
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Item ten: 
 
As legislators, we too are charged with being facilitators of the Constitution which guarantees reli-
gious freedom for all Americans. 
 
True and admirable words, but then why would any Catholic lawmaker fail to protect the Little Sisters 
of the Poor, Catholic Charities adoption agencies, or Catholic schools seeking to ensure the integrity 
of their mission by not retaining faculty who are working against or publicly living as a counter-
witness to it? 
 
Item eleven: 
 
We believe the separation of church and state allows for our faith to inform our public duties and 
best serve our constituents. 
 
Agreed. The trouble is that so many of the statement’s legislators seem to conform and restrict their 
faith to the platform of the Democratic party. 
 
Item twelve: 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is central to the life of practicing Catholics, and the weaponiza-
tion of the Eucharist to Democratic lawmakers for their support of a woman’s safe and legal access 
to abortion is contradictory. 
 
It is rather the statement’s signers who “weaponize” the Eucharist precisely by issuing their public 
letter. And this suggests a regrettable level of calculated cynicism. The bishops’ motivation is pas-
toral: the salvation of souls and reparation of scandal. There is nothing punitive in stating and restat-
ing the truth of Catholic belief, and its implications for an authentically Catholic life. 
 
Item thirteen: 
 
No elected officials have been threatened with being denied the Eucharist as they support and have 
supported policies contrary to the Church teachings, including supporting the death penalty, separat-
ing migrant children from their parents, denying asylum to those seeking safety in the United 
States,  limiting assistance for the hungry and food insecure,  and denying rights and dignity to immi-
grants. 
 
Very true. These are serious, pressing matters that demand our attention and action. But they are 
different in kind, not simply in degree, from issues like genocide, infanticide, deliberate violence 
against civilian populations in war, euthanasia, and abortion. None of the issues listed by the law-
makers, important as they are, involves the sustained, intentional killing of innocent human life. 
 
Item fourteen: 
 
To pursue a blanket denial of the Holy Eucharist to certain elected officials would indeed grieve the 
Holy Spirit and deny the evolution of that individual, a Christian person who is never perfect, but liv-
ing in the struggle to get there. 
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No one is suggesting a “blanket denial” of Communion to dissenting lawmakers, and the statement’s 
signers surely know it. This is not what the bishops’ proposed document is for; it would rather serve 
as a resource to a bishop in guiding his deliberations in this matter. It has been stated quite clearly 
and repeatedly that this document will not mention any particular individuals. Note too that I would 
warmly welcome any evidence of any of the statement’s signers struggling to come to understand 
the Church’s vision of what being pro-life really means, and accepting that. 
 
Item fifteen: 
 
We believe the Church as a community is called to be in the vanguard of creating a more just Amer-
ica and world. 
 
Amen—and the right to life is the foundational human right. The most vulnerable and defenseless 
must be protected; that’s the first step to a just society. Without it, everything else is just a band-aid 
on fatal wounds. 

 

We need faithful Catholics in both political parties to fight for a civilization of truth and love. 
  
The Democratic party of my youth was the champion of “the little guy”—the factory hand, the farmer, 
the blue-collar worker. We bishops are charged with teaching the fullness of the faith both to the 
powerful and to the powerless. In that capacity, I ask each representative who signed this letter to 
commit to protecting the “littlest guys and gals” of all. Abortion is the axe laid to the roots of the tree 
of human life. Claims to respect the equal dignity of every human being sound hollow when one sys-
tematically enables or tolerates denying the right to life of the most vulnerable. 
 
Rejecting abortion is a tall order for a Catholic Democrat in the current environment, I know. But this 
week especially, the week when we remember St. Thomas More, is a good time to look deep in the 
soul and ask: Will I be God’s servant first?   
 
 
 
(Most Reverend Salvatore J. Cordileone, Archbishop of San Francisco).  


